Migration of Teflon after vocal cord injection.
Each of eight mongrel dogs received a 0.5 ml injection of polytef paste into the right vocal fold. These dogs were killed at 1 week, 1 month, 3 months, and 6 months after injection, and a number of organs were examined. Polarizing microscopy was used to examine the upper cervical lymph nodes, lower cervical lymph nodes, mediastinal lymph nodes, abdominal lymph nodes, cerebral cortex, brainstem, lung, liver, spleen, and kidney to determine if migration of polytef had occurred. Examination of these organs revealed that there was consistent migration of polytef particles into the cervical lymph nodes, with the highest incidence occurring in upper cervical lymph nodes on the side of injection. There was no evidence of migration of polytef particles to distant sites. The study shows that polytef particles may migrate to cervical lymph nodes after injection into the larynx; however, there is no evidence of distant migration.